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Senator Quayle to discuss
financial aid Jan. 31
Students will have an oppor-
tunity to talk with Indiana
Senator Dan Quayle about the
future of Federal financial aid
programs and the latest de-
velopments in the Middle
East when the Hoosier Repub-
lican visits campus Jan. 31.
Quayle will meet with stu-
dents at 12:30 p.m. in the Per-
forming Arts Room of the
Hulman Union Building,
according to senior Bill Lind-
staedt, who is coordinating
the Senator's visit as part of
the RA Education Program
Series.
All Federal financial aid
programs are currently due
for reauthorization and
Quayle is a member of the
Senate Appropriations Com-
mittee that will consider the
continuation or cancellation
of current financial aid pro-
grams.
Lindstaedt said that Sena-
tor Quayle will give a brief
address and then accept ques-
tions froin students.
IFC votes down Pi Kappa Alpha
by Gary Hail
Pi Kappa Alpha fraternity,
a national social fraternity,
was recently turned down by
the Inter Fraternity Council
in their attempts to organize a
colony at Rose-Hulman.
The IFC voted 12-2 to rec-
ommend to Dean Lucas that
PKA not be allowed to col-
onize at Rose-Hulman.
According to IFC President
David Lakey. there were two
formal meetings held with
PKA to discuss the possibility
of the fraternity forming at
Rose.
During the first meeting,
IFC met to discuss the
possibilities of adding an
additional fraternity at Rose.
During the second meeting lo-
cal and national representa-
tives of Pi Kappa Alpha met
to ask that IFC recommend
their acceptance.
IFC later voted against the
motion.
According to Lakey, the
main reason PKA was turned
down was that the members
of IFC felt that Rose could not
support another social
fraternity.
Part of this was due to per-
sistent rumors that Rose may
go coed in the future. If that
happens, the number of male
students will decline, thus
providing fewer possible
members for the existing
fraternities, let alone a new
fraternity.
PKA may appeal the IFC
vote, but no word has been re-
ported on that option to date.
Prof. Logan pens
Daryl Logan, associate pro-
fessor of civil engineering at
Rose-Hulman Institute of
Technology, is the author of a
new textbook that teaches
civil and mechanical
engineering students how to
solve problems, related to
structural stress analysis and
heat transfer.
The 617-page book entitled,
"A First Course in the Finite
Element Method", was
printed by Prindle, Weber
and Schmidt Publishers of
Boston, Mass. According to
Logan, the book instructs stu-
dents how to take large
new book
engineering problems and
solve them by dividing the
problem into smaller or finite
elements making up the actu-
al problem.
"It is an applications type
of learning tool that teaches
students how to use the finite
element method to determine
specific stresses and whether
they will cause a material to
fail," Logan explained.
The book, which took Logan
two years to complete, also
includes five computer pro-
grams that can be used to




has been elected as the new
general manager of WMHD-
FM following a vote by the
station's staff members.
Other new officers elected
were Chet Dominick, pro-
gram director; and Bill
Grace, treasurer. Alex Alex-
androv was reelected to the
post of personnel director.
Officers who have served
during the past year include
Rob Werner, general man-
ager; Mike Garretson, pro-
gram director and Mitch Day,
treasurer.
Rose senior runs board
by Gary Hall
Rose-Hulman senior Tony
Montgomery is currently op-
erating a computer bulletin
board service, free of charge,
to any and all computer users
in the area.
The board, named Demen-
tia, has been operating in the
area since Sept. 6, 1985. It
first started running in Feb.
of 1984 in Louisville, Ky.
The board usually runs with
a 10 megabyte hard disk. Re-
cent hardware problems,
however, have forced the
board to use four floppy disk
drives instead.
The board currently has
over 100 active users. who
converse in nine different top-
ic groups. There are also
eight directories of computer
programs, articles and
computer information that
can be copied from the board
to the caller's computer.
A unique feature about De-
mentia is that it is primarily
non-computer discussion
oriented. The topic groups
deal with education, chit-chat,
foreign military policy and
other intellectually oriented
topics.
The software for the bul-
letin board was written by
Tony two years ago. He first
became interested in bulletin
boards in his hometown of
Louisville and decided to run
one himself, but he wanted it
to be personalized. so he
wrote his own.
The bulletin board is up 24
hours a day and can be
reached at 877-3730. The sys-







Steve Guerre, Duane Reinholdt, Todd Duckworth and Dr. Abegg pose behind the laboratory
reactor they are using to develop a new fertilizer. Photo by Christian Schuler
Abegg researching nitrogen fertilizer
by Robert Kline
Dr. Carl F. Abegg, in his
second year at Rose-Hulman is
working with several senior ChE
students in a research project.
The emphasis of the project is
the development of a low cost
controlled release nitrogen
fertilizer.
"The chemical industry has a
tremendous investment in
fertilizer production," explains
Dr. Abegg. "Of the top 15 chemi-
cals produced in the United
States by volume, seven are used
in the production of fertilizers or
are themselves fertilizers."
He continues, "All of the com-
mon agricultural nitrogen
fertilizers are highly soluble in
water. As a result, following a
heavy rain these fertilizers can
dissolve, leaching through the
soil beyond the root zone of the
plants. Nitrogen can also be lost
when soil micro-organisms
break the fertilizer down into
gaseous ammonia and nitrogen."
"Agronomic studies have
shown that 30-70% of applied ni-
trogen is lost by leaching, runoff,
or volatilization. This amounts to
hundreds of millions of dollars in
the U.S. and is particularly trag-
ic in developing nations where
imported fertilizers are pur-
chased with scarce foreign ex-
change and are used much more
sparingly," Abegg commented.
Considerable work has been
done in the past to develop con-
trolled release nitrogen fertiliz-
ers. Presently, however, con-
trolled release fertilizers cost
three to five times the cost of
common agricultural fertilizers.
Many controlled release
fertilizers are nitrogen contain-
ing polymers. Nitrogen is made
available when the polymers are
broken down by soil micro-organ-
isms. The rate of polymer break-
down and hence the rate of ni-
trogen release depends on the dis-
tribution of polymer chain
lengths. The high cost of these
fertilizers results from raw ma-
terial and polymerization ex-
penses.
Dr. Abegg hopes to develop a
less expensive controlled release
nitrogen fertilizer by using less
expensive raw materials. "The
concept," he explains, "is to
form nitrogen containing poly-
mers from cellulose. Cellulose is
the largest occurring polymer in
nature and can be found in corn
cobs and corn stalks."
"Cellulose contains alcohol
groups which can be oxidized to
form carboxyl groups. The car-
boxyl groups can react with
ammonia to form amide (ni-
trogen containing) groups," he
elaborates.
"The raw materials required
for this process (ammonia and
ground corn cobs/stalks) are
much cheaper than the raw ma-
terials currently used in con-
trolled release nitrogen polymer
fertilizers. Hence, nitrogen con-
taining polymers produced from
cellulose have the potential to be
much cheaper than controlled re-
Speed Hall may be enlarged
by Gary Hall apartments (Skinner Hall) for
According to Pete Gusafson, married housing and it would
associate dean of students, Rose- add additional space."
Hulman is looking into the possi- Turning the apartments into
bility of adding an extension to married student housing would
Speed Hall that would be able to enable married students to live
house up to 85 students. on campus. Currently, married
Right now, the plan is in the students must find their own
early cost-estimation stage. housing, usually several miles
Originally, it was reported that from school.
the extension could be built for The additional space would
around one million dollars. Re- also be quite useful, since there
vised estimates, however, place is usually a waiting list for on-
the cost at between 1.6 and 2.2 campus housing at the beginning
million dollars. of the school year.
The addition would most likely Te growing waiting list is due
be on the west end of the dorm partially to commuter students
and run towards the large lake, living on campus. According to
turning Speed Hall into an L- Pete, the number of commuting
shaped dorm. The addition would students is growing smaller and
be three stories, with a total of 44 smaller every year, since more
double rooms. Three more RA's students want to live on campus.
would be hired to chaperone the If the addition to Speed Hall is
freshmen living in the dorm. made, Pete said that Scharpen-
Pete cited two major reasons burg and Blumberg Halls would
for the option of extending the revert back to upper-class
dorm. "We could make the dormitories. Currently, the lack
lease nitrogen fertilizers pres-
ently available," he concludes.
The students working with Dr.
Abegg are divided into two
groups. As there are two major
reactions (oxidation and
ammoniation ) involved in pro-
ducing the fertilizer, each group
is studying one reaction. Steve
Guerra, Mike Engle and Jim
Kweeder are studying the oxida-
tion reaction using an infra-red
spectrometer. The second group,
consisting of Dennis Worthing-
ton, Todd Duckworth and Duane
Reinholdt is studying the
ammoniation reaction.
The product samples currently
being produced hav4 been an-
alyzed to contain between three
and six percent nitrogen by
weight. This compares well to
natural amounts of 0.1 percent in
corn cobs/stalks but falls short of
the 20-30 percent mark that Dr.
Abegg feels must be reached if
the product is to be marketable.
As the research effort pro-
duces more data on achievable
nitrogen content and reaction
rates, a cost study will be done to
determine if the fertilizer can be
produced at a marketable price.
If the results of the cost study
are favorable, agronomic studies
and pilot plant development
would follow.
Dr. Abegg's previous experi-
ence in the fertilizer field in-
cludes eight years as Manager of
Engineering Research at the
0.M. Scott Corporation in Marys-
ville, Ohio.
in the future
of on-campus housing has forced
the placement of several fresh-
men in these previously upper-
class halls.
One possible obstacle pointed
out by Pete during the interview
was the possibility that the
Board of Managers may take the
addition to Speed Hall as an
attempt to force coeducation
somehow. Pete admitted tnat the
extra space would be helpful if
and when Rose goes coed, but
that there are valid reasons for
needing the extra rooms now.
The major inhibiting factor
will probably be cost. At a price
tag of two million dollars. the
cost breaks down to just over
$23,500 per person who would be
housed in the new section. At
current room rates, it would be
well over 10 years before the
rooms would come close to pay-
ing for themselves.
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Opinion
EDITORIAL
During the next few weeks the Thorn will be starting a push
to attract local businesses and merchandisers to advertise in it.
The importance of such local advertising revenue to the opera-
tion of the Thorn has grown dramatically as the size and fre-
quency of national advertisements which we have received has
decreased
The success or failure of this advertising push will depend
upon the response which advertisers receive to their invest-
ment. Obviously, if an ad generates no business, it will proba-
bly be discontinued. If it does generate a significant return then
that business will probably continue to advertise in the Thorn.
What does this mean to you? It means more eight-page
Thorns for one thing. If we have the money we can afford to
print larger papers. It also could mean more money freed up
for SGA to allot to other organizations. Currently SGA provides
about a third of the Thorn's operating budget. It is conceivable
that in time a large, dependable, local advertising income
could ahnost completely support the paper, freeing SGA mon-
ies to be used to help support other clubs, services and activi-
ties. It would also mean good deals from our local advertisers.
These businesses wouldn't bother to advertise in the Thorn if
they didn't think they offered a product or service that was of
interest to the Rose community.
The success of this effort depends on you, the Thorn reader.




Louis Gossett. Jr.. has another
film out this week. Just weeks
after the release of Enemy Mine.
Iron Eagle has hit the screens.
In iron Eagle. Gossett returns
to the screen as a military man.
He plays Lt. (7°1. Choppy Sin-
clair. USAF. Sinclair is asked by
Doug Blackburn. played by
Jason Gedrick. to help with a
plan to break Doug's dad out of a
Libyan prison.
It seems that Colonel Black-
burn was shot down by the Li-
byans while on a routine patrol
over international waters off of
the Libyan coast. The Libyans,
who claim a 200-mile limit off
their coast. find Doug's dad
guilty of spying and such.
In this movie. the U.S. govern-
ment is portrayed as being
afraid of causing an in-
ternational incident. so they are
not doing much to free Col.
Blackburn.
This is where Doug and his Air
Force brat friends come to the
rescue. Managing to breach
some of the best security in the
world. that of the USAF. Doug
and his friends manage to swipe
just about every bit of classified
information on Libya.
Up to this point the story is be-
lievable. But when Col. Sinclair
and Doug "borrow" a pair of F-
16's to make a freedom raid on
Libya. reality is left behind.
The ending is pretty predict-
able. though it does have a few
twists.
Newcomer Jason Gedrick does
a decent job as Doug Blackburn,
but still has a long way to go be-
fore he becomes as good as Lou
Gossett. Jr.. who has become a
living legend in the movie in-
dustry. Gossett's portrayal of'
Col. Sinclair will remind you of
the drill sergeant in An Officer
and a Gentleman.
This movie. though not realis-
tic, is one of those flicks that
makes you feel good again. The
military, however, was re-
portedly not too pleased with
the movie script. They refused to
let Iron F:agle use American F-
16' s . The planes used are
acttially from the Israeli Air
Force. which was more than
glad to support a movie that de-
picted the destruction of Libyan
air bases.
Although Iron Eagle was
filmed before the current Libyan
tensions surfaced, it does present
itself as a timely film. This tim-
ing is sure to help at the box of-
fice.
If you want a good "kick butt"
film. then this is it.
Grade: B
Starring: Louis Gossett, Jr..
and Jason Gedrick
Rating: PG-13
— by Gary Hall
Primary elections are to-
day. Voting is taking place by
the mailboxes. Please vote.
Final elections will be next
S.G.A.
News
week. A poll on Rose-Hulman
becoming co-educational will
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Album Review 
Alarm's S
The last music column focused
on the first side of the Alarm's
new album Strength. The first
side centered on one single char-
acter (the speaker in the songs),
whereas the second side contains
a collection of six songs dealing
with a variety of subjects:
declining industries/unem-
ployment, non-conformity/com-
mitment, a meaning of life, a fi-
ery vision, a dying world and a
permanent relationship.
"Deeside". the opening song of
the second side, shows that even
though the Alarm's songwriters
are obviously English, their
lyrics universally apply, or at
the very least apply to Western
society: that is. strikes, unem-
ployment and the working man
are all commonplace in society:
'In Deeside town
Eight Thousand went down
On a February day
In the driving rain
No winners. just losers
And cuts and bruises
As the pickets lines fell
And the industry died
There's still one question
After all this time
Is a working man
Born to live and then die'
"Father to Son" aims its mes-
sage to all people who take a
stand for or against non-
conformity (and even radical
behavior). For example, non-.
conformists often encounter se-
vere problems expressing them-
selves. especially in con-
servative cultures (like the Mid-
West ) and sub-cultures (like
Rose-Hulman). "Father to Son"
also talks about being stuck in a
dead-end job (which may happen
to some Rose alumni):
'My father said. -Son. my
life's work is done
There's a future for you.
There's a job to be done
Stop fighting the system
Cause the system won't break
Get your hair cut and learn
from my mistakes"
There's a million one chances
that I'm born to take
I don't want to die like I saw
you die
In a dead end job in a dead end
way
How many years must I waste
in these black times
How many years must I waste'
Although the Alarm sounds
rebellious and even pessimistic
in -Father to Son". this mood
does not reflect their philosophi-
cal outlook. Actually. their philo-
sophical outlook is difficult to de-
termine precisely. Some listen-
ers claim that they are com-
mitted to Christianity. while oth-
trength shows variety
ers say they only draw upon a
Christian background. Regard-
less of one's opinion on this,
"Only the Thunder" (as well as
some of the other songs) will
support either side:
'And as I reach out and see my
life unfold
I tell you this because I truly
believe in it
Ask and you'll receive, my
friend
Seek. seek and you shall find'
In "Absolute Reality", the lyri-
cist expresses a deep concern for
the world as a whole,
particularly the unbalanced dis-
tribution of resources, and for
the lack of action by the more
fortunate people and nations. An
example of a person's response
to the world situation would be
helping out famine-stricken
Ethiopia (financially, etc.) or
even traveling to poverty-
stricken Haiti to help out. Fur-
thermore, like "Father to Son".
the speaker refers to the world
as dying:
'You may have love
You may have hate
You may be the President
Of the United States
But even you.
You can't sit and hide
While the world's resources
die'
'This is absolute reality
We are all the cause,
The solution to reality'
'You may be innocent
Or partly to blame
You may be afraid,
In this power-mad age
But there's one thing
We all must find
Some peace in our time'
The Alarm has released anoth-
er album of what is commonly
referred to as alternative music.
The fusion of rock and "new
wave" (and occasionally folk)
combined with the honesty of
socially-oriented lyrics have pro-
duced an album which is fulfill-
ing to listen to casually or in
depth.
— by Brian Evans
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Sports
Rose squeaks by two conference foes
by Steve Zeglin Then Rose started missing free
Rose-Hulman held off two late throws. —We missed four one-
comebacks to get by conference and-one's and Earlham kept
foes Earlham College 76-75 last fouling," Mutchner noted after
Tuesday and then Sewanee 65-62 the game.
on Friday. The victories brought With 10 seconds left the lead
their overall record to 9-4 and was trimmed to 76-75 when Rose
their CAC record to 2-2. missed another free shot allow-
The Engineers took an early ing Earlham a last shot that
10-point lead in the Earlham missed and Rose came down
game that soon was erased due with the rebound.
to turnovers. The Engineers David Urbanek led the team
turned over the ball 21 times dur- with 21 points followed by Tim
ing the game while the Quakers Kropf with 19. They also led the
committed only seven. The Engi- team in rebounds with eight and
neers, though, for a few minutes 11, respectively.
did cut down the turnovers and Turnovers and missed free
managed to take a 44-39 lead at throws by the Engineers turned
the half. Friday night's game at Shook
Rose widened its lead to 55-45 Fieldhouse from an easy victory
with 13 minutes left in the game into a barnburner. They shot 15
and then saw it shrink to 57-53 of 26 from the foul line and com-
due to some sharp shooting by mitted 25 turnovers in this game.
the Quakers' Tony Brown who The Engineers started off the
led all scorers with 34 points and game by turning the ball over on
70'; shooting from the field. But, their first four possessions.
the Engineers took advantage of Then, they settled down and took
their height by outrebounding a 33-32 lead at the half.
Earlham down the stretch and The second half started just as
widened their lead to 66-57 with bad for Rose. They fell behind 38-
six minutes left. 35 due again to turnovers. Then,
Mutchner told the team to use
the press and Rose forced
Sewanee to commit a few turnov-
ers and guard Jim Yoakum got
two key baskets off of two fine
steals. The lead grew to 53-45
with about 10 minutes left.
"I thought our press turned it
around," Mutchner said. "And
Yoakum really sparked us in the
second half."
Once again, like in many other
games this year, Rose made
some turnovers and missed some
shots from the foul line to let
Sewanee back into the game.
Rose's lead was cut to 63-62 with
less than a minute left. Miles
Fletcher was sent to the foul line
and made the score 64-62 with 30
seconds left. Sewanee turned
over the ball, but Rose missed
their free throw giving Sewanee
one more shot to tie the game.
The shot bounced off the rim and
Rose came down with the re-
bound and then played keep
away for the next 20 seconds un-
til Jeff Rea was hacked. He
made one from the foul line to
close the scoring.
Grapplers down IUPUI ... finish 7th
by Mark A. Crampton Stegman and Matt Hunter re-
The Rose-Hulman wrestling ceived forfeits against IUPUI
team won over IUPUI 24-16 to but wrestled in consolation
finish in seventh place at the In- matches. Davis pinned De-
diana Central Tournament on Pauw's 150-pounder, Stegman
January 18. Each of the eight pinned Indiana Central's 118-
teams entered in the tournament pounder, and Hunter tied Wright
had three dual meets and Wright State's 158-pounder.
State received first place by win- The RHIT wrestlers were
ning all three of its meets. Rose- forced into the losers' bracket
Hulman's dual record stands at after being beat by NCAA Divi-
1-2 for the year and do not have sion I school Ohio University 53-3
another dual meet until they in the first round. The lone win-
wrestle Sewanee on January 31 ner for Rose-Hulman was Steg-
at Rose-Hulman. man, who won by decision, but
Rose-Hulman went up against Davis came close, losing 9-7.
IUPUI in their third dual meet of In the second round, Rose-
the tournament. Wes Davis, Jeff Hulman went up against Val-
paraiso. The winner of the meet
would then get to vie for fifth
place in the third round. Davis,
Hunter and 190-pounder Scott
Sabo won their matches against
Valparaiso but it was not enough
as Valparaiso came out on top
4 2-1 5. The Rose grapplers
finished with their win over
IUPUI for seventh place.
Davis and Stegman were both
2-1 for the day, Hunter was 1-1-1,
and Sabo was 1-2. Davis' record
now stands at 11-3 and Stegman
is 9-6.
The RHIT wrestlers go to the
Elmhurst Tournament on Jan-
uary 24 at Chicago.
Intra-mural Soccer Standings
(as of January 19, 1986)
Major Inde No. 4
LXA No. 2 2-0 EN
EN 2-0 Deming 2
ATO 1-1 Rangers
Delta E 1-1 Inde BC
LXA No. 1 0-2
Inde No. 2 0-2
Delta E
AA ATO No. 1
AFROTC 2-0 AFROTC
OFFTRAK 2-0 LXA
Jaycees 2-0 Speed 2
LXA 1-1 Sharp







BSB 3 2-0 Inde No. 1
Theta XI 2-0 Blumberg























































































































Jeff Harrison pulls up for a jump shot during Rose's 65-62
victory over Sewanee last Friday night.
photo by Bryan Everly
MacMurray tops Rose
by Steve Utbeil
The Rose hoopsters dropped a
heart-breaker Monday evening
to MacMurry College by a score
of 7 1-7 2. The game was
characterized by turnovers and
large scoring spurts.
MacMurry took an early lead
after a turnover by Rose. The
Highlanders then built up a 14-
point lead midway through the
first half. The Engineers did not
give up, however. They coun-
tered with a 12-point rally to
close the gap to within two. Rose
then became as cold as they
were hot just a few minutes
earlier and gave up 13 points in
the final five minutes of the first
half to give the Highlanders a 46-
33 halftime lead.
The second half was hard
fought by both teams. Every
time that Rose would seem to be
out of reach crf the lead, they
would rally back, preventing
MacMurry from putting the
game away. With four minutes
remaining in the game, Rose
found themselves only down by
three, and took the lead for the
first time in the game with only
30 seconds remaining. MacMur-
ry, relying heavily on their peri-
meter shooting throughout the
game, got an 18-foot jump shot to
fall with only eight ticks left on
the clock. The Engineers took
the ball back down the court, but
there was just not enough time
left.
The loss drops the Engineers'
record to 9-5 on the sepon. Their
next game is against Washington
University on Saturday. Upcom-
ing home games for Rose include
Fish University on January 27
and Earlham College on January
29.
Indoor track starts tomorrow
by Steve Buescher
Tomorrow the Fightin' Engi-
neers begin their 1986 indoor
track season with the "All Com-
ers" meet at noon. This meet is
the first of four such meets that
give various high schools and
college athletes a chance to par-
ticipate in a less competitive
situation before the outdoor sea-
son begins. These meets are not
scored and athletes can compete
individually or in teams. In-
dividual competition is stressed,
however. Since these meets are
not scored, athletes have an op-
portunity to participate in all
events which interest them, not
just the ones in which they
specialize. Coach Thompson also
has the chance to find out where
he should place freshmen to
benefit the track team the most.
Five of last year's top ten scor-
ers are back, this year, along
with eight other veterans. The
captains for this year's team are
Brian Cavagnini, the most valu-
able runner and top point scorer
last season, Kurt Kelso and John
Hanger.
Coach Thompson said that it is
too early to predict how well the





I'd like to thank all Rose
students and faculty for at-
tending Dan Madden's pres-
entation on organized crime
in America. Your support and
attendance make S.A.B.
events a success.
In the SAB spotlight this
week is Rod Dick. Rod is cur-
rently SAB Treasurer and
very active in organizing SAB
events. Rod's dedication and
sincere desire to achieve has
helped make SAB a better or-
ganization.
The Student Activities
Board would like to thank
Nathan Wright for helping
pick up the new SAB sound
equipment.
Don't forget Linda Black is
back, February 7 in the Worx.
Watch for more information
on this exclusive SAB party!
A note of significance: Hen-
ry Lee Summer and Kool Ray
and the Polaroids will be here
for Springfest on May 3. Be
prepared for this exciting out-
door concert.
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well-known, immediately
recognizable professor, there are
at least three present professors
and one retired professor. We
don't want to give too many
hints, but none are civil or ME
profs. Now, can you spot them?
Answers will be printed next
week.
Exchange students enrich learning atmosphere at Rose-Hulman
Germans broaden horizons and polish English
by Greg Sharp
Have you ever wondered what
it is like to be studying in a for-
eign country? If you want to find
out. talk to Joachim Kober or
Michael Klink. Joachim and
Michael are two of our graduate
students from Germany. Both of
them are studying mechanical
engineering. Joachim and
Michael both wanted to study in
a foreign country to "broaden
their horizons.- In the U.S. they
also have a chance to improve
their English.
Joachim considers himself a
poor student of English. though
he has had nine years of English
in school. Ile can carry on a con-
versation. but some American
colloquialisms give him prob-
lems. such as "praying to the
porcelain goddess.- Like so
many of us. Joachim saw a flyer
about Rose and thought it looked
like a good place to go (score one
for the office of admissions). A
friend of his. Martin Diener.
came to Rose a year ahead of
him. This made the transition to
life in Terre Haute a little easier.
Michael also had nine years of
English in school. but he had ex-
tra training since his father is a
native American and his family
spoke English and German at
home. Michael chose Rose right
away because he heard it had a
good reputation (Rose has an in-
ternational reputation?!?!). His
uncle in Shelburn. Indiana. told
him a lot about Rose. With rela-
tives so close. it made the deci-
sion to come here that much
easier.
Both Joachim and Michael like
the teaching methods at Rose. It
is more intense here doing home-
work all the time. but at least
they can keep up with the pro-
fessor in class. In Germany. the
professors lecture for about
three-and-a-half months and then
have a test after a couple of
weeks of vacation. Joachim and
Michael agreed that it was
nearly impossible to keep up
with the professor in his lectures.
You would have to study day and
night. However. there is no
homework. If you want to learn
the material. you study it on
your own. Most of the studying
for the tests is done during your
break. The first semester runs
from mid-October to February.
with a break for Christmas and a
three-week break before the
tests in March. After Easter the
second semester runs until mid-
July. Again, there is a break and
tests. Approximately 40-60', of
the students fail the tests.
In Germany, thesis work is
also done differently. Each pro-
fessor at the university (both
Joachim and Michael attend the
University of Stuttgart) works
closely with industry in a specif-
ic area. If you want a thesis proj-
ect. you go to the professor work-
ing in the area you like and see
what is currently being done.
This gives a graduate student a
lot of industrial experience. At
Rose. they were told to select
their projects in mechanical
engineering. You have a lot more
choice of what you can do, but it
is not easier to decide. With the
whole field of engineering open
to them. they do not know what
to choose for project ideas.
Irishman experiences America
by David Wilson
According to Professor Peter
F. Priest, chairman of Rose's
Foreign Exchange Program,
Rose has received its first Irish
exchange student. Ian Cullen.
Ian comes to us from the Nation-
al Institute of Higher Education
in Limerick. Ireland, where he
had been studying material
engineering for the past three
years. and more specifically. the
fatigue of filled polypropylene
samples for the past five months.
Ian is one of seven children
born into a farming family in
southern Ireland. Growing up.
education was often second to
work in importance. Not just for
Ian. but for most Irish youths.
Ian began breeding dogs at the
age of 10, and he continued to
work at various jobs through the
rest of his schooling. Schooling in
Ireland consisted of classes be-
ginning in the fall and ending in
the spring. The major difference
between Irish education and
American was that there was
only one test, at the end of the
year. that would determine
whether a student would pass.
There were no progress reports,
and less emphasis on atten-
dance, Consequently, Irish
youths could put in a lot more
working hours.
After Ian completed his second
level of education, the equivalent
of American high school, he
wanted to go to college consider-
ing such fields as journalism,
sociology, veterinary medicine
and teaching. The only problem
was his family didn't have
enough money to pay for a high-
er education. The only way Ian
could continue his education was
if he pursued engineering, be-
cause he had been offered a full
scholarship in engineering. Even
though Ian had no idea what
engineering was, he took the of-
fer.
This wasn't Ian's first experi-
ence in a foreign country. He
attended an engineering and
metal workshop in Le Mans,
France. While he was in France,
he was involved in a folk dance
theater group in a nearby village
of Courdemanche.
While Ian has been in Amer-
ica, he's bussed across the East
and Midwest and he's travelled
to Indianapolis and Chicago. He
loved bussing across the East
and Midwest, as he said it re-
minded him of Jack Kerouac's
visions of American towns. While
in Chicago, he walked all around
downtown until four in the morn-
ing admiring all the skyscrapers
(Ireland has none), and visiting
Irish pubs. Thae-s. one thing he
misses, the pubs. He's used to
one right on campus in Ireland.
One of the first differences Ian
notices in American culture is
that America has much more
technology in it. Ian says there
are few microwaves, dishwash-
ers, and very few telephones in
Ireland. He added that radios
are far more widely used than
televisions. Furthernore, when
asked about American people, he
replied. "Americans seem more
serious. They have more dis-
ciplines and goals than the Ir-
ish." In addition, when asked
more specifically about the
American girls, Ian feels they
have the prettiest faces, but
many of them have weight prob-
lems.
HALLO! — Micheal Klink, left, and Joachim Kober, both from
the University of Stuttgart.
Joachim and Michael plan to
finish up by December, since
that is when their visas run out.
Until then, they are going to try
and learn all they can about
American culture. They would
have preferred living in the resi-
dence halls to see American cul-
ture first hand, but there were
not enough rooms.
IAN CULLEN — Rose's first exchange student from NINE-
Limerick.
Ian arrived on campus the
second week in December and
unfortunately he'll be returning
to Ireland at the end of the quar-
ter to resume his studies there.
Can you find the hidden professor?
In this ancient photo deep from
within the darkest recesses of
our archives there are hidden
some Rose professors. How
many can you find? We've
looked it over several times and,
we confess, consulted a few re-
ferences. In addition to the one
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